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December 28, 2022

To Whom It May Concern:
Per PPM 7000: “The purpose of the Independent Living program is to assist youth leaving foster care in transitioning to adulthood. For youth who have experienced out of home placement in foster care, the transition to adulthood often occurs without the support of family or identified resources. It is the responsibility of the child welfare system to partner with eligible youth in making the transition to self-sufficiency. Efforts shall be focused on evidence-based, trauma-informed, and resiliency-building practices that lead to lifelong success.
Independent Living (IL) staff shall embrace opportunities to teach youth skills necessary for navigating life. These skills will include self-advocacy, accessing community resources and supports, daily living skills, and efficiently managing financial resources.   
 The Kansas Chafee Foster Care Independence Program (CFCIP) provides for an array of services and supports to help youth who are likely to remain in foster care and "age out" of the foster care system. Kansas CFCIP services may include Basic Chafee, Subsidy, Start-Up Costs, Vehicle Repair and Maintenance, Education and Training Voucher (ETV), and Kansas Foster Child Educational Assistance (tuition & fee waiver - TW), and Aged Out Medical.”
I have detailed the specific eligibility for each component of the Independent Living Program below and made notes if an aspect of this certain components of the program may be affected by a youth’s current immigration status.
Aged Out Medical Card
a. Proof of citizenship and identity must be provided by either uploading through the KanCare portal documents provided by the youth, or insuring documents have been uploaded by the DCF eligibility worker.  
i. Youth who have been granted Special Immigrant Juvenile Status shall have had Legal Permanent Resident status for a minimum of five years before they are eligible for Aged Out Medical.
As long as a youth meets all other listed eligibility guidelines, youth are eligible for the following services, regardless of immigration status. I have added and asterisk to signify any barriers related to certain program components. *Please note that all policies are subject to change at both the state and federal level at any time.
Tuition Waiver
Youth who are eligible to apply for the Kansas Foster Child Educational Assistance Act are enrolled in a Kansas educational institution and meets one of the following: 
ii. in the custody of DCF and in a foster care placement on the date the youth attained 18 years of age; or
iii. released from custody of DCF prior to attaining 18 years of age, after having graduated from high school or fulfilled the requirements for a GED while in foster care placement and the custody of DCF; or
iv. adopted from a foster care placement on or after the youth’s 16th birthday; or
v. left a foster care placement subject to a permanent custodianship or guardianship under chapter 38 or 59 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated on or after the youth’s 16th birthday.
b. In order to remain eligible for participation in the program, youth shall remain in good standing at the Kansas educational institution where the youth is enrolled and shall make satisfactory progress toward completion of the requirements of the educational program in which the youth is enrolled.
c. Eligibility for Kansas Foster Child Education Assistance service component ends at the conclusion of the semester during which the youth attains 23 years of age.
d. Youth eligible for the tuition waiver through the Kansas Foster Child Assistance Act must have been in the custody of the Secretary of DCF.
Education Training Voucher
a. ETV services are available to youth served by the following: DCF, KDOC-JS, or Tribal Authority.
b. Youth who left a foster care placement subject to permanent custodianship or guardianship or who were adopted before the youth’s 16th birthday are not eligible for ETV.
c. Youth who are eligible for ETV have earned a high school diploma or GED, are enrolled in a post-secondary education that is a pre-accredited, accredited, or certified training program, and the youth meets one of the following:  
i. in the custody of DCF, KDOC-JS, or Tribal Authority and in a foster care placement on the date the youth attained 18 years of age; or
ii. left a foster care placement subject to a permanent custodianship or guardianship under chapter 38 or 59 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated on or after the youth’s 16th birthday; or
iii. adopted from a foster care placement on or after the youth’s 16th birthday; or
iv. in an eligible out of home placement for any length of time on or after the 14th birthday, unless an adoption, permanent custodianship, or guardianship is finalized prior to the youth’s 16th birthday.
d. Youth are eligible until they turn 26 years of age as long as they are enrolled in a post-secondary education or training program and are making satisfactory progress toward completion of that program (satisfactory progress is defined by individual program guidelines).
e. Youth who have received acceptance or conditional acceptance notice from a post-secondary education or training program and who have or will meet one of the above eligibility requirements for ETV, may receive funding for deposits and expenses, as approved based on the PPS 7001.  ETV may be used to pay for dorm fees due prior to youth completing secondary education or GED for an ETV eligible youth with an acceptance notice from a post-secondary education institution.
f. Youth who continue to be under the responsibility of the CWCMP, KDOC-JS, or Tribal Authority and meet the above criteria may receive ETV supports prior to the release of custody with completion of the PPS 7001 and associated tasks on the PPS 3050 series, to include custody planning documents utilized by KDOC-JS and Tribal Authority.  Tribal case managers, KDOC-JS case managers and CWCMP case managers shall coordinate services for youth eligible for ETV and still in their care in custody through communication with the regional DCF ILC. A new FACTS case or intake is not required for youth requesting ETV services who are served by the CWCMP.
g. Youth may only participate in the ETV program for a total of five years, whether or not the years are consecutive.
[bookmark: _Hlk123138830]*Please note that in order to provide funding directly to an individual DCF must be provided with that individuals Social Security number. DCF staff are open to exploring methods of assisting with ETV that may not include direct payments to a youth.
Subsidy
a. Youth who were released from the custody of DCF, KDOC-JS, or Tribal Authority, and from an eligible out of home placement, on or after their 18th birthday are eligible for Subsidy. Youth who were in an eligible placement on their 18th birthday but in an ineligible placement on the date of release from custody may be eligible for Subsidy, with the approval of the IL Program Manager or designee and the Permanency Program Administrator or designee.
b. Youth who were in Kansas through ICPC and in an eligible placement on their 18th birthday may be eligible for Subsidy, with the approval of the IL Program Manager or designee and the Permanency Program Administrator or designee.
c. KDOC-JS youth who have not been released from KDOC-JS custody but are not receiving room and board assistance from KDOC-JS may be eligible for Subsidy.
d. Youth still under the responsibility of the CWCMP or Tribal Authority are not eligible for Subsidy.
e. Eligibility for Subsidy ends when the youth attains 21 years of age.
*Please note that in order to provide funding directly to an individual DCF must be provided with that individuals Social Security number. DCF staff are open to exploring methods of assisting with Subsidy that may not include direct payments to a youth.
Start-up Costs
a. Youth who were released from the custody of DCF, KDOC-JS, or Tribal Authority, and from an eligible out of home placement, on or after their 18th birthday are eligible for Start-Up Costs. Youth who were in an eligible placement on their 18th birthday but in an ineligible placement on the date of release from custody may be eligible for Start-Up Costs, with the approval of the IL Program Manager or designee and the Permanency Program Administrator or designee.
b. Youth who were in Kansas through ICPC and in an eligible placement on their 18th birthday may be eligible for Start-Up Costs, with the approval of the IL Program Manager or designee and the Permanency Program Administrator or designee.
c. Youth who are still under the responsibility of DCF, KDOC-JS, or Tribal Authority, and are likely to attain 18 years of age while in an eligible out of home placement, are eligible for Start-Up Costs.
d. Youth who are still under the responsibility of DCF, KDOC-JS, or Tribal Authority and have already attained 18 years of age while in an eligible out of home placement are eligible for Start-Up Costs.
e. Youth who meet the above criteria and are receiving Education Training Voucher (ETV) support continue to be eligible for Start-Up Costs.
f. Eligibility for Start-Up Costs ends when the youth attains 21 years of age.
Vehicle Repair and Maintenance
a. Youth who were in an eligible out of home placement in the custody of DCF, Kansas Department of Corrections-Juvenile Services (KDOC-JS) or Tribal Authority for any length of time on or after their 14th birthday are eligible for Vehicle Maintenance and Repair.
b. Youth who were in Kansas through ICPC and in an eligible placement at age 14 or older may be eligible for Vehicle Repair and Maintenance, with the approval of the IL Program Manager or designee and the Permanency Program Administrator or designee.
c. Eligibility for Vehicle Repair and Maintenance ends when the youth attains 21 years of age.
d. Youth who meet the above criteria and are receiving ETV payments are still eligible to receive Vehicle Repair and Maintenance costs.
*In order to receive this funding, the youth must have a valid Driver’s License, current insurance, and current registration.
Basic Chafee
a. Youth who were in an eligible out of home placement in the custody of DCF, Kansas Department of Corrections-Juvenile Services (KDOC-JS) or Tribal Authority for any length of time on or after their 14th birthday are eligible for Basic Chafee.
b. Youth who achieved permanency through permanent custodianship or guardianship or who were adopted before the youth’s 16th birthday are eligible for Basic Chafee and Vehicle Repair and Maintenance only.
c. Eligibility for Basic Chafee ends when the youth attains 21 years of age.
If you have any questions or concerns you may contact me using the information listed below.

Sincerely,

Erin Hamm, LBSW
Independent Living and Adoption Subsidy Supervisor
Prevention and Protection Services
Overland Park Service Center
8915 Lenexa Drive
Overland Park, KS 66214
C: 913-909-3543
F: 913-826-7472
erin.hamm@ks.gov
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