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The ACE College Scholarship
For diverse Kansas foster care youth who are striving to excel in higher learning.











Kansas Foster Care
155 South 18th Street
Kansas City, Kansas 66102


Introduction
Ace is defined as a person who excels.  The Ace College Scholarship is for Kansas foster care youth who are striving to excel in higher learning.  Cornerstones of Care wants to assist youth’s success by offering a scholarship or purchasing technology that can allow youth to pursue success in higher learning.
The Cornerstones of Care Kansas Foster Care program provides Foster Care Case Management Services to over 500 children and families in Wyandotte, Leavenworth and Atchison Counties.  The primary goal of the program is to provide comprehensive permanency services and supports that focus on reunifying the family in a safe and healthy environment or creating healthy and lasting connections for children with kin or through adoption or Permanent Custodianship when reintegration is not viable. 
These services are provided to diverse children and families in the parent’s home, relative or kinship home, foster or adoptive home and in congregant care settings.  Cornerstones of Care uses a trauma-informed approach to prevent future abuse and neglect through community partnerships that provide therapy, parent education, substance abuse treatment, crisis intervention, child education and behavior intervention to ultimately reduce the time children spend in care.

Non-discrimination policy
We believe in communities where children, families and team members feel safe, respected, and comfortable being themselves and expressing all aspects of their identities – a place where each person shares a sense of belonging. We have collaborated with team members, clients, stakeholders and volunteers to create a diversity statement that defines our commitment to diversity, inclusion and equality.
· We partner for safe and healthy communities.
· We cultivate a culture in which children, families, team members, volunteers, donors, and community partners feel welcomed, safe, respected, empowered, and celebrated.
· We value diversity of race, religion, color, age, sex, national origin or citizenship status, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, geographical location, pregnancy, disability, neurodiversity, socio-economic, and military status.
· We stand for anti-racism, equity, and inclusivity.
· We insist and affirm that discrimination and violence have no place in safe and healthy communities, including in our organization.
· We strive toward a more welcoming, inclusive, diverse, and equitable organization through our policies, partnerships, and practices. 

Scholarship Amount
Scholarship award is valued at $1,000.

Scholarship Eligibility
To be eligible to apply for the Cornerstones of Care Ace Scholarship, applicants must:
· Be graduating during the year that you apply for the scholarship
· Complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
· Have an unmet financial need
· Have a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.00
· Demonstrate academic potential
· Plan to attend a 4 year college or university, trade school, business school, junior college, or community college in the Fall of the year you graduate

Scholarship Application Components/Selection Criteria
The scholarship application components and selection criteria shall include the following required components from each student application:
· A completed application and a one page essay
· A copy of the student’s diploma
· Proof/verification of the college, university, trade or business school the student applicant will attend
· A Case Manager’s recommendation
· An unmet financial need

Essay: What is required with the Essay? 
Each student applicant will complete a one page essay answering the question, “Why you want to continue your education beyond high school?”
Items you might include are:
· What was your involvement in high school and any work you may have completed in your community?
· How do you plan to further your education after high school?
· What are your long term career goals and personal interests? Provide examples and/or supporting information.

The Ace College Scholarship reviewer will score each essay using the following questions: 
1. Did the student applicant answer all parts of the essay prompt? 
2. Was the essay well written and easy to read? Did it flow?  Was their subject/verb agreement? Were there typographical errors?   
3. Does the student applicant share themselves, their identity, their character, their interest, and who they are as a person (i.e., discuss extracurricular, research, volunteer, internship, work or other experiences that add to his or her academic pursuits)? 
4. Does the student applicant discuss his or her role in or contribution to any experiences discussed? 
5. Does the student applicant provide evidence of having a sense of direction and an understanding of how that direction developed through past experiences? 
6. Did the student applicant support their argument with details? 
 
High School Transcript: What is a High School Transcript? 
A copy of a student applicant’s high school transcript can be obtained from their assigned School Counselor in the Guidance Counselor’s Office.  
 
EFC: What is EFC? 
EFC stands for Expected Family Contribution.  As part of the review of a person’s FAFSA, the Department of Education uses a mathematical formula established by Congress to determine the amount that an individual or family should be able to pay toward annual higher education costs. The EFC is a key piece of information included on the SAR. It is not the amount that a person must pay to the school he or she will attend, but it is crucial in determining a person’s unmet financial need. 
 
SAR: What is a SAR? 
SAR stands for Student Aid Report. It is an analysis of an applicant’s financial situation produced by the U.S. Department of Education. The SAR contains information that helps funding sources with assessing a student applicant’s financial situation.
 
FAFSA: What is FAFSA? 
FAFSA is an abbreviation for Free Application for Federal Student Aid. It is the general application that students must submit in order to be considered for educational financial aid from the United States government. Federal financial aid programs include Pell Grants, Stafford Loans, Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, and others.  All students who need financial assistance for higher education should complete and submit this form to the U.S. Department of Education as soon as possible after January 1 of every year in which they want to receive financial assistance.  
 
The FAFSA is required by most state need-based financial aid programs and by most financial aid offices with need-based financial aid to award students. For information on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), visit www.fafsa.ed.gov, student applicants can complete the application online. 
 
Case Manager Recommendation 
Each student applicant will be required one recommendation from their Case Manager.  The student will request a recommendation from the Case Manager and provide them with the email address to submit the recommendation. The Case Manager will be required to submit their completed recommendations directly to the Director of Client Support Services and not to the student applicant.  It is the student applicants’ responsibility to follow up with the Case Manager to make sure that they have completed the recommendation and submitted it on time.   
 
Unmet Financial Need: What is Unmet Financial Need? 
Unmet financial need refers to the difference between the cost of attending a university, college, or trade school and the amount of financial aid offered. This amount is added to the EFC to calculate what each student applicant and or his or her family would be responsible for paying. 
 
Proof/Verification of College Attending 
It is plausible that each student applicant may have multiple acceptance letters to colleges, universities, or trade schools or none at all when their application is submitted; however, prior to receiving a scholarship, all scholarship recipients must provide written verification to the WGHS Parents Club Scholarship committee of their acceptance to the college, university, trade or business school which they plan attend.  Student applicants may submit their acceptance letters with the initial application. Email addresses will be provided.  
 
Scholarship Application Process: How to Apply 
To apply for the ACE Scholarship, students must do the following: 
 
· Fill out this application form.
· Complete an application in its entirety 
· Complete the FAFSA to obtain your Estimated Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 
· Submit all of the required documents/attachments with application 
· Submit applications and documents to laura.walters@cornerstonesofcare.org  
· Submit completed applications on time 
 
 
Guidelines for Evaluating Applications 
In order to be fair with the review process, applications are given a “blind read” by the Ace Scholarship Committee.  All identifying student information is removed from each student’s application by the committee chair or co-chairs and each application is assigned a number.  This is done prior to applications being distributed to committee members.  They are then distributed objectively scored based by each of the other members of the Ace Scholarship Committee on the basis of having: 
· A clearly identified post-secondary education plan 
· Unmet financial need 
· Academic potential 
· Personal character  
· Individual determination to succeed 
 
Notification of Scholarship Recipients 
Scholarship recipients shall be notified after the Ace Scholarship review has tallied the application scores.   Scholarship award recipients will be notified by email or letter.  All scholarships must be used exclusively for:  
· tuition at post-secondary educational institutions that normally maintain a regular faculty and    curriculum  
· room and board 
· fees  
· books 
· supplies, and  
· equipment required for courses at such institutions.
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The ACE College Scholarship Application
For diverse Kansas foster care youth who are striving to excel in higher learning.
Instructions:  Please fill out the application and write the one page essay.  You can email the application and essay to Laura.Walters@cornerstonesofcare.org. 

	First Name:
	
	Last Name:
	

	Birth Date:
	
	Age:
	

	Race/Ethnicity:
	
	Gender:
	

	Home
Address:
	
	Phone:
	

	
	
	Email:
	

	Parent or Guardian Name:
	
	Parent or Guardian Occupation
	

	High School Name:
	
	High School Address:
	

	Graduation Date:
	
	High School Diploma or GED
	

	
	
	
	



Ace Scholarship Essay
Each student applicant will complete a one page essay answering the question why you want to continue your education beyond high school.
Items you might include are:
· What was your involvement in high school and any work you have done in your community?
· How do you plan to further their education after high school?
· What are your long term career goals and personal interests, and provide examples and or supporting information wherever possible?
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