Get and Maintain a Bank Account - 2/17/2025
Steps to getting a bank account

1. Decide on what you need a bank account for and learn about money management.
2. Make sure you have a picture State ID or Driver’s License and an initial investment to open the account (at minimum $25).
3. Let your Independent Living worker know that you want to get a bank account for yourself.
a. Your IL worker with then make sure you have a few other documents that will help open the account such as a Social Security Card, Proof of Address, and Proof of Foster Status.
b. The IL worker will contact the Department of Children and Families to get a Letter Verifying Custody. This tells the bank that you do not need a cosigner. This is because of K.S.A. 9-1204.
c. Your IL worker will then gather the documents and give them to you, your placement, or the bank. 
4. Go to the bank and open the account!
a. Make certain to bring all of the required documents. A picture doesn’t count!
b. Ask to open an account at the front desk.
i. They will bring you into an office and ask you for your documents.
ii. They will ask you questions about your banking history and what account you want to open.
iii. They will give you an application to fill out. If you have any questions, feel free to ask for help. They are there to assist you!
iv. Then, you can set up online banking, a username and password, and a debit card. The bank will walk you through the process step by step.
c. Finalize the account and make sure to write down:
i. your account information including username and password to your online banking and the pin number to your debit card. Keep that information very safe and never give it out!
ii. the name and location of the bank.
iii. the contact information of the person who helped you.
5. Enjoy the financial freedom of a bank account! Remember:
a. Pay yourself first!
b. Don’t spend more than you have!
c. Set up overdraft protection!
d. Check your accounts regularly!

https://ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch09/009_012_0004.html

K.S.A. 9-1204
Methods to withdraw deposits; deposits of minors; safe deposit box lease. (a) Any person, regardless of age, may become a depositor in any bank and shall be subject to the same duties and liabilities respecting such person's deposits. Whenever a deposit is accepted by any bank in the name of any person, regardless of age, the deposit may be withdrawn by the depositor by any of the following methods:
(1) Check or other instrument in writing. The check or other instrument in writing constitutes a receipt or acquittance if the check or other instrument in writing is signed by the depositor and constitutes a valid release and discharge to the bank for all payments made; or
(2) electronic means through:
(A) Preauthorized direct withdrawal;
(B) an automatic teller machine;
(C) a debit card;
(D) a transfer by telephone;
(E) a network, including the internet; or
(F) any electronic terminal, computer, magnetic tape or other electronic means.
(b) Any bank that accepts deposits from minors 16 years of age or older in the custody of the secretary for children and families, a federally recognized Indian tribe in this state or the secretary of corrections shall not require a cosigner or the funds to be deposited with the consent of the custodian. Such minor shall be responsible for banking costs or penalties associated with such deposits. The secretary, or their designee, or any foster or biological parent shall not be responsible for banking costs or penalties associated with such deposits.
(c) Any person, regardless of age, individually or with others may enter into an agreement with a bank for the lease of a safe deposit box and shall be bound by the terms of such agreement.
(d) This section shall not be construed to affect the rights, liabilities or responsibilities of participants in an electronic fund transfer under the federal electronic fund transfer act, 15 U.S.C. § 1693 et seq., as in effect on July 1, 2024, and shall not affect the legal relationship between a minor and any person other than the bank.
History: L. 1947, ch. 102, § 53; L. 2015, ch. 38, § 69; L. 2024, ch. 64, § 61; July 1.
Source or prior law: 9-168
